
Jesus Came for All People • Lesson 24, ages 4-5

Jesus Came for All People

Lesson 24, ages 4-5

Lesson 24 Goal
• Your child will learn the 

story of the shepherds who 
were invited by the angels 
to the place of Jesus’ birth.

The angel’s announcement of Jesus’ birth must have been quite a sur-
prise for the shepherds in the hills near Bethlehem who were tending the 
fl ocks on that “silent night.” And while Scripture tells us that they were 
at fi rst “fi lled with fear,” we read the story with a little envy, knowing 
that these poor shepherds will be among the fi rst witnesses of the most 
important event in human history.
 God’s choice to extend the invitation to poor shepherds also fi ts with 
the later teachings of Jesus and the Church, which include the idea that 
the poor and downtrodden should be “served fi rst,” and that they are 
particularly blessed by God. As we consider God’s invitation to the poor 
shepherds, let us refl ect on our own willingness to reach out to the poor 
and marginalized in our society today.

Refl ection Question
Do I extend a special welcome to those who are considered by 
some to be “unimportant”?

Parent Refl ection

Key Points
• The angels invited poor 

shepherds to meet Baby 
Jesus.

• God welcomed the shep-
herds to Jesus’ birth to show 
that Jesus came for every-
one—especially the poor.
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Lesson Preparation
Before inviting your child to sit with you for lesson time, prepare all materials. 

Materials

❏	 Family Activity Sheet

❏	 crayons or colored pencils

❏	 tablecloth and table

❏	 plastic or wooden Nativity set

❏	 Activity Master #2 – Saint Page (Keep the 
saint page from each lesson to gather to-

gether a Communion of Saints Book creat-
ed by your child.) 

Preparation Steps

❏	 Make sure your child has a copy of 
Activity Master #2 (included with 
this lesson).

❏	 Place the tablecloth on a table. Place 
the Nativity figures on the table.

 Gathering
Create a prayerful space. You might place a can-
dle on the table, or set a cross in front of you. 
Invite your child to join you in quietly preparing 
for prayer. 

Say, “We will thank God for sending Jesus to us. We 
will say the words that the angels sang on that first 
Christmas, ‘Glory to God in the highest!’”

Begin in prayer:
Pray the Sign of the Cross together or bless your 
child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead: 
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Parent: Thank you, God the Father, for 
sending us your Son! 

Together: Glory to God in the highest!

Parent: Thank you, God, for sending your 
Son to all the people of the world!

Together: Glory to God in the highest!

 Discovering
The Shepherds’ Surprise. Turn to the first 
page of the Activity Sheet and read about the an-
gels and shepherds. 

Ask your child, “How do you tell people about 
Jesus”

Turn to the second page of the Activity Sheet. Ask 
your child the “Ask Me!” questions and review 
the answers. 

 Exploring
Use the following activities to enrich your child’s 
understanding of the lesson and of our Catholic 
faith.

1. The First Christmas. Turn to the main 
activity of the Activity Sheet (center pages) and 
invite your child to describe what he or she sees. 
Give your child crayons or colored pencils. Ex-
plain the activity to your child and have him or 
her complete it. 

2. The Christmas Story. Invite your child to 
retell the Christmas story using the Nativity set. 
Gently guide him or her in exploring the story 
further by inviting conversation or asking ques-
tions.

3. The Communion of Saints: Saint Vin-
cent de Paul. Show your child the picture of 
Saint Vincent de Paul on the Family Activity page 
and read about him. Then read more about Saint 
Vincent de Paul to your child (see page 3). 

Ask your child: 

◗	 What are some ways Vincent helped others? 
(Starting hospitals, schools, and orphanages; teaching 
others to pray; providing for the poor)

• Vincent’s father worked hard so that Vincent 
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could go to school to become a priest. What are 
ways that your family helps you learn about Jesus 
and about prayer?”

Have your child write and draw about Saint Vin-
cent de Paul using Activity Master #2.

 Sending
Pray with your child. Begin by making the 
Sign of the Cross together, or bless your child by 
tracing a cross on his or her forehead. Pray aloud 
with your child: 

Parent: Jesus, your angels were sent to announce 
your glorious birth,
Together: Glory to God in the highest!

Parent: Jesus, you are the Savior of the world,
Together: Glory to God in the highest!

Parent: Jesus, you came for all people, rich or poor, 
Together: Glory to God in the highest!

Parent: Jesus, the shepherds sang your praises,
Together: Glory to God in the highest!

Parent: May we always sing your praises and be 
thankful for your birth,
Together: Amen.

Saint Vincent de Paul
Helping Everyone

Vincent grew up with seven sisters and broth-
ers. His family was poor, and lived on a farm in 
France. Vincent wanted to become a priest. His 
father sold the family’s oxen so that Vincent had 
money to go to school.

At that time in France, even though there 
were some people who were very rich, most peo-
ple were very, very poor. When he first became 
a priest, Vincent worked with people who were 
rich. He enjoyed this.

Then one day, Vincent met a man who was 
even poorer than Vincent had been as a boy. 
This touched Vincent’s heart, and he knew that 
Jesus wanted him to work with people like this 
man.

From then on, Vincent helped sick babies, 
frightened prisoners, and hungry families. Some 
of his rich friends wanted to help, so Vincent 
founded homes, places where they cooked 
healthy food and fed babies and children. That 
was a good beginning. After that, Vincent start-
ed hospitals, schools, and orphanages. Both 
poor and rich people came to him to pray and 
to work for others. Thousands of poor people 
were helped because of Vincent’s work. Vincent 
taught people, poor and rich, to pray and love 
Jesus. Vincent did all this with God’s help.

He prayed many times a day—each time he 
heard a clock chime, he would talk with Jesus in 
prayer.
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