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Worst and Best Case Scenarios
As much as we’d like to deny it, we’ve all experienced times when we acted at our worst. We’ve also made 
some pretty good choices and been at our best. Choose one of the situations listed below and describe 
both the worst and the best ways people could act in these circumstances. You may also make up a 
different situation.

Join the small group to which you have been assigned. Compare ideas, and select one of the situations to 
role-play. Present both worst and best case scenes in a way that shows you understand how people can 
get drawn into acting at their worst. Use the scenarios to illustrate how we can overcome the temptation 
to act contrary to Jesus’ teachings and how we can behave in ways that show respect for all life. 

SITUATION #1 The smartest person in your class, whom everyone expected to win the school 

spelling bee, just lost in the fourth round.

The worst you and your friends could do:  

The best you and your friends could do:  

SITUATION #2 A new student registered in your school this morning and will be in your homeroom. 

The student is blind and has a seeing-eye dog as a constant companion.

The worst you and your friends could do:  

The best you and your friends could do:  

SITUATION #3 On a class field trip, everyone wanted to make an extra stop to buy lunch at a fast-

food restaurant. Pat, however, did not get off the bus with everyone else to buy lunch. You wonder if 

this is from lack of appetite or lack of money. 

The worst you and your friends could do:  

The best you and your friends could do:  

SITUATION #4  

 

 

 

The worst you and your friends could do:  

The best you and your friends could do:  
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Complete each sentence with the correct term.

 1.   is the destructive behavior by which a person leads another 

person, either through action or inaction, to sin. 

 2.   is the deliberate termination of a pregnancy by killing an unborn child. 

 3. To deliberately cause the death of someone who is sick, dying, or suffering either through action 

  or inaction is called   . 

 4. The Fifth Commandment says that   , the deliberate killing of 

another person when the killing is not in self-defense, is always a grave sin. 

Circle the letter of the choice that best completes each sentence.

 5. The sacredness of all human life comes directly from   . 

a. how people think  c. their heredity 

b. the kind of work they do  d. being created by God

 6. Of all the creatures made by God, humans are the only ones who have the capacity to   . 

a. recognize God’s presence c. learn 

b. help others   d. communicate

 7. When Jesus taught about the Fifth Commandment, he widened the understanding of “You shall 

not kill” to include   . 

a. anger and vengeance c. suicide 

b. accidental killing   d. lying

 8. When Jesus was arrested, he   . 

a. ordered his Apostles to fight to defend him 

b. upheld and honored every human life, including those who were harming him

c. expressed his anger at those arresting him 

d. practiced passive resistance

Write a response on the lines below.

 9. Explain your understanding of the “consistent ethic of life.”  

 10. What is human dignity?  
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