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What’s Your Decision?
For each moral dilemma described below, identify the object, the intention, and the circumstances of 
each situation. Use these elements to decide what you would do. 

MORAL DILEMMA #1 You were directed to read six books over the summer. For most of the summer 

you did not do the reading and spent time with your best friend. It is now August, your best friend is 

on a trip, and so you begin the work. You realize that you probably won’t have time to finish the book 

list. So, you find someone who has done the work and use his/her notes.  

What is the object?  

What is the intention?  

What are the circumstances?  

What is your decision?  

MORAL DILEMMA #2 You want to give your mom a nice birthday present, but you don’t have 

enough money. You would never steal anything from a store in the small town where you live 

because you know how that would hurt the store owners. But today you are in the mall. Many of the 

stores at the mall are owned by big corporations that get their merchandise at a discount and charge 

too much. The gift would really make your mom happy and she has had a really difficult year.

What is the object?  

What is the intention?  

What are the circumstances?  

What is your decision?  

MORAL DILEMMA #3 There is a group of students at your school who have singled out one person 

in the class. They constantly make fun of that person and now you hear that they are harassing this 

person online. You and your friends do not participate in the bullying but you also haven’t taken any 

action to stop what is happening.

What is the object?  

What is the intention?  

What are the circumstances?  

What is your decision?  
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Match each description in Column A with the correct term in Column B by filling in the appropriate letter.

Column A Column B

  1. A sin that weakens a person’s relationship with God  a. mortal sin

 b. venial sin

 c. soul

 d. intellect

  2. The God-given ability that makes it possible to think, 

reason, and judge 

  3. The spiritual principle of humans that is individual, 

created by God, and exists forever

  4. A grave sin by which someone turns completely 

away from God 

Indicate whether the following statements are true or false. Then rewrite false statements to make them true.

 5. It is all right to do evil if a good result will come from it. True/False

 6. Conscience is the God-given ability that helps individuals judge whether actions are right  

or wrong. True/False

 7. We do not need to do anything to form our conscience. True/False

 8. Follow these steps to make a good moral decision: 1) Think about possible consequences, 2) Compare  

your options to the Commandments and Beatitudes, 3) Talk with someone who can advise you,  

4) Pray to the Holy Spirit, and 5) Act with confidence that you have made the right decision. True/False

Write a response on the lines below.

 9. Why is it important to have a well-formed conscience?

 10. Explain the three elements that determine the morality of a human action. 
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